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again (according to the accidents of ground) three or four
Mending into one ; night and pursuit, rescue and total over-
throw, going on simultaneously, under all varieties of form,
in all quarters of the plain. The Bashkirs had found them-
selves obliged, by the scattered state of the Kalmucks, to
split up into innumerable sections; and thus, for some hours,
it had been impossible for the most practised eye to collect
the general tendency of the day's fortune. Both the Khan
and Zebek-Dorchi were at one moment made prisoners,
and more than once in imminent danger of being cut down ;
but at length Zebek succeeded in rallying a strong column of
infantry, which, with the support of the camel-corps on each
flank, compelled the Bashkirs to retreat. Clouds, however,
of these wild cavalry continued to arrive through the next
two days and nights, followed or accompanied by the
g Kirghises. These being viewed as the advanced parties of
Traubenberg's army, the Kalmuck chieftains saw no hope
of safety but in flight; and in this way it happened that a
retreat, which had so recently been brought to a pause, was
resumed at the very moment when the unhappy fugitives
were anticipating a deep repose without further molestation
the whole summer through.

It seemed as though every variety of wretchedness were
predestined to the Kalmucks, and as if their sufferings were
incomplete unless they were rounded and matured by all
that the most dreadful agencies of summer's heat could
superadd to those of frost and winter. To this sequel of
their story I shall immediately revert, after first noticing a
little romantic episode which occurred at this point between
Oubacha and his unprincipled cousin Zebek-Dorchi.

There was at the time of the Kalmuck flight from the
Wolga a Russian gentleman of some rank at the court of the
Khan, whom, for political reasons, it was thought necessary
to carry along with them as a captive. For some weeks his
confinement had been very strict, and in one or two instances
cruel. But, as the increasing distance was continually
diminishing the chances of escape, and perhaps, also, as the
misery of the guards gradually withdrew their attention from
all minor interests to their own personal sufferings, the vigilance
of the custody grew more and more relaxed j until at length,